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CHORLEYWOOD PARISH COUNCIL 
 
OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE MEETING       Agenda Item 6 
 
Date: TUESDAY 19th MAY 2015 

                                                                                                             
Subject:  OPEN SPACES OFFICERS REPORT 
 

 
 
Committee Member: 
 
Officer Contributors:   Andrew Goddard Parish Ranger, Claire James Deputy Clerk 
 
Status (public or exempt): Public 
 
Wards affected:  All 
 
Enclosures:  Appendix 1 – Location of specific plants on the Common 
 
Contact for further information:  Parish Rangers, Deputy Clerk 
 
1. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

None 
 

2.  RELEVANT PREVIOUS DECISIONS 
 
 2.1  None Specific 
     
3. FINANCIAL, STAFFING, ICT AND PROPERTY IMPLICATIONS 
 
 3.1  None Specific 
 
4. LEGAL ISSUES 
 

4.1  None Specific 
 

5.BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
5.1   Cemetery    
 
Grass cutting , weeding both manual and spraying have been taking place in the cemetery. 
 
The compound area has been cleared and levelled and is now ready for use for the storage of the more bulky and lower 
value items of equipment. 
 
We are awaiting a quote for the planting of the whips around the perimeter, however bare rooted whips are not 
available at this time of the year and therefore will need to wait until the Autumn. 
 
The Rangers have continued to top up the graves which have sunk, turfed graves when turf has been available from 
elsewhere in the cemetery and in some cases seeded the graves not yet turfed. 
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Plaques have been lifted and relaid as required. 
 
5.2 Christ Church Cemetery  
 
Negotiation is still taking place with the loss adjustor appointed by the insurers of the car that damaged the wall on the 
Common side of Christchurch cemetery last year.  Both the Council and the company used to repair the wall maintain 
that more work is required than the loss adjustor considers necessary.  It is hoped that reason will prevail and the 
Council will not be placed in a the position of funding repairs to the wall at a later date due to insufficient repairs at this 
time.   
 
Meanwhile during one of the inspections, officers noted a number of other panels needing attention, unrelated to the 
car damage,  This work has been quoted for and will be undertaken hopefully during the School summer holidays.  It is 
hoped that both elements of work will be undertaken at the same time. 
 
5.3 Village Halls 
 
The grass has been cut twice at the War Memorial Hall.  
 
The Western red cedar tree and stump have been removed in advance of the Phase two refurbishment works at the War 
Memorial Hall. 
 
5.4 Grovewood  
 
The perimeter has been cut and litter picking has been taking place regularly. 
 
5.5  Trees next to the Railway line 
 
Following resolution at the last Open Spaces Committee that the affected trees are coppiced rather than felled, 
Conservation Consent has now been applied for as the trees are not part of the approved Management Plan.  It has 
been recommended by LU that we use one of their approved contractors who obviously have an understanding of 
working on or near railway lines and have offered to provide ‘lookers’ free of charge if we use their contractors.  We 
have a list of their contractors ready to work on when consent has been granted and quotes will be brought back to a 
future Open Spaces meeting. 
 
5.6 Common 
 
 All the stumps at the May Bushes were lowered prior to the stumps being ground out by a Contractor with the arisings 
levelled and the areas re-seeded with the appropriate wild origin grass seed.  Brambles and scrub have been cut back in 
this area. 
 
Negotiation with the contractors working on behalf of Affinity Water with respect to the re-instatement works on the 
Common have finally reached conclusion.  Unfortunately the window of opportunity of availability of the Rangers has 
passed due to the protracted negotiations and whilst it is hoped that some of the work may be undertaken in the next 
few months, seeding will now be pointless until the Autumn. 
 
After a request from Christchurch School, a large volume (five RTV loads) of timber and logs  was delivered to the  school 
to use in outdoor lessons.  Also a number of piles of logs were left near properties around the Common for the use of 
the residents. 
 
The brush pile from the coppicing at Sladys Pond was removed and stacked in nearby woodland as habitat. 
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A birch that had been snapped by the wind near the 5th tee has been felled. 
 
The stumps at the north west of the Common where the trees had been felled were levelled with the two oak stumps 
carved into seats. 
 
Down Common Road the leggy heather has been trimmed to improve structure and therefore to meet Natural England’s 
requirements.  Scrapes have once again been created and reseeded with the seed collected from this area last year.  All 
the turfs from the scrapes have been used in the area were the trees were felled northwest of the Common.  The 
progress of last years scrapes have been checked, seedlings are quite abundant in some, less so in others but overall 
have proved quite successful.  If this continues, we should meet our Stewardship targets. 
 
All the electric fencing was checked prior to a meeting with the Grazier and the manufacturers of the system.  This 
meeting was set up to discuss the concerns with the collars.  As a result the cattle will be going out with updated 
webbing for the collars when they come back to the Common shortly. 
 
Distribution of the Star of Bethlehem has been checked and a number of further locations of the plant have been found.  
The abundance of Greater Stitchwort (England vulnerable species) was  checked and no further locations beyond the 
currently known ones were noted.   The abundance of Sanicle (England near threatened species) was also checked.  It 
still appears to be contained to one area although the clump is definitely larger.  Coralroot (a species confined to the 
Chiltern Area) has again only been noted in two areas, one of the clumps showing a little expansion but the second less 
so.  Wood Sorrel (An England near threatened species) is still confined to one area of the Common but has significantly 
increased.  The pignuts have only just emerged but again are still confined to two areas on the Common, one of which is 
being considered on the short list for a play area in Chorleywood. (see map attached). 
 
The third Interpretation Board showing the History of the Common was installed next to the Air Raid shelters. 
 
Some dead hedging has been carried out with the arisings from the Volunteers hedging work. 
 
Easter Event: 
 
A very successful three day event was run on the Common in the Easter Holidays.  The Rangers stepped in at the last 
minute when the Saw Mill was not able to come to the Common and they demonstrated an number of woodland craft 
skills including, hurdle making, chain saw carving, bird box making.  Preparation for this involved creating jigs to make 
the hurdles, trimming the poles and posts for the hurdles and carving a few items ready. The posts and poles were 
sourced from the coppicing work around Top Common pond.  The items made were sold to members of the public with 
the monies received being earmarked for the Common.  In parallel with this a Scavenger hunt was organised to 
encourage people to use the Common and in the process educate them. 
 
It is still hoped that the Saw Mill will visit the Common, however the timescales are not clear as the machine is awaiting 
parts to be delivered from the States. 
 
The bins at Christchurch car park were removed over the Easter weekend and signs of a car entering the Common were 
visible with a small amount of damage created.  The bins were replaced and logs placed behind as a deterrent to future 
occurrences of a similar nature. 
 
The resurfacing works were completed at War Memorial and Cricket Club permissive parking areas, outside the 
Almshouses, the track to Cherry Tree Dell and on the day the contractor undertook some levelling of the track at 
Artichoke Heights.  The illegally placed tarmac planings at the Alms Houses were also removed in the process.  Despite a 
letter to the residents requesting a contribution to the works at the Alms Houses, nothing has been received. 
 
Chorleywood Magazine contacted the Common Ranger for an article on Butterflies on the Common which was published 
in a recent issue. 
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After resolution by the Open Spaces Committee,  the Dog bin was moved and the litter bin was replaced at a new more 
accessible location at Shepherds Bridge permissive parking area,.  The replacement litter bin was one of the new style 
covered bins.  Another new bin was placed at the Lorry permissive parking area where litter was constantly pulled out by 
wildlife.  It is already evident that the new style bin is having an effect.  Also fly tipping of domestic waste at this area has 
decreased, however the problem appears to have moved to the bins at Christchurch car park as these bins are the 
uncovered variety. 
 
Also at Shepherds Bridge permissive parking area the Ticket Machine was knocked over on the second w/e in May.  
Repairs are awaited at the time of writing the report. 
 
An interesting find was made in the Lorry PPA at the end of April.  A large quantity of cannabis plants and growing 
equipment was dumped in this area.  The police were informed and they removed over twenty black bins bags of the 
material. 
 
Verges and smaller areas of grass have been cut with the new ride on mower which together with its use at the 
Allotments and in the unoccupied areas of the Cemetery  is proving well worth the money being very manoeuvrable and 
safer to operate. Strimming  on the verges around street furniture has also taken place. 
 
Small occurrences of Non-native invasive species on the Common will be treated by a weed killer contractor at the most 
effective time of the year for the species concerned, with some repeat treatments required. 
 
Brambles at the bank in front of the Old Shepherd have been cut back.  The vegetation either side of the track from 
Artichoke Heights to Cherry Tree has also been cut back. 
 
Some early cutting and lifting was undertaken parallel to the verge along Common Road, between the ditch and the 
Road along Common Road, adjacent to the Kennels, Common Road, the Chorleywood Bottom slope and on Dog Kennel 
Lane from the Alms Houses down to Appletree Dell.  This was to benefit wild flower species by opening the sward and 
reducing the nutrients.   Previously these areas were repeatedly mown without the arisings being collected leading to a 
nutrient rich sward dominated by grass.  If this is undertaken regularly over a number of years it should revert back to its 
original wildflower rich state. 
 
Eleven different species of butterflies have already been spotted by the Ranger on the Common. 
 
Ponds: 
 
Frog Spawn was first noted in Darvells Pond on the 11th March, closely followed by Sladys on the 12th March, then New 
Pond and Top Common Pond on the 16th, Church Pond  on  the 24th March and the Dew Pond on the 25th.  Interestingly 
no frog spawn was noted in the Top Common North Pond. 
 
Toad Spawn was noted in the Church and Dew ponds on the 7th April,  Toadpoles were seen in Sladys and the New ponds 
a week later. 
 
Newt eggs were first noted on the 7thApril, and are still being laid.  Newt eggs have been found in all the ponds from 
Great Crested Newts and smaller species.  However unfortunately, fish have now been found in Christchurch Pond 
which will endanger the newts and other species within this pond.  Although three fish have been caught and removed, 
others are present in unknown quantities, with the four large fish originally seen still in there. 
 
The Ranger netted all the ponds to obtain newts for a display for Chorleywood Primary.  All UK species of newt were 
caught.  Unfortunately the School had to cancel at the last minute due to a school closure on Health and Safety grounds, 
however they are due to visit again later in the month and the Ranger will try to catch some again for a display. 
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It is of concern in respect of amphibians that the water levels in the Dew, New and Sladys Ponds are very low for the 
time of year.  However other species may thrive in the resultant muddy conditions.   Although ponds drying up would 
result in no fish being present, this is unlikely to happen in the two ponds where fish have been spotted due to the 
depth of these ponds. 
 
Emergency works to repair the gas main under the lower chalk slope may have had an impact on orchids in the vicinity.  
Also the fence has been damaged by the Contractors .  Close monitoring of the area will reveal whether orchids have 
been lost or damaged by the works.  Issues have been discussed with National Grid Gas and the Contractors and areas 
known to contain orchids have been highlighted to them to avoid if possible. However these works, given their 
emergency nature have to be carried out and there is little we can do.  On a positive note, if the bee orchids flower this 
year it may promote seeding opportunities as bee orchids are fond of disturbed ground. 
 
 
5.7 Allotments 
 
All the allotments have had their first cut. 
 
5.8  Office 
 
The grass has been cut and strimmed on several occasions and the bed in front of the office and surrounding paths have 
been sprayed. 
 
5.8 Equipment 
 

• The Rangers have fitted a new on/off switch and chain brake to one of the chainsaws. 
• Regular greasing, fluid checks of machinery continues to be undertaken. 
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CHORLEYWOOD PARISH COUNCIL 
 
OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE MEETING       Agenda Item  10 
 
Date: TUESDAY 19th MAY 2015 

                                                                                                             
Subject:  PUBLIC SPACES PROTECTION ORDERS (TRDC) 
 

 
 
Committee Member: 
 
Officer Contributors:   Claire James Deputy Clerk 
 
Status (public or exempt): Public 
 
Wards affected:  All 
 
Enclosures:  Appendix 1 Draft Public Spaces Protection Order 
 
Contact for further information:  Claire James Deputy Clerk 
 
1. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 1.1 That the Committee consider the inclusion of Chorleywood Common in the Public Space Protection orders being 
proposed by Three Rivers District Council for the District. 
 
2. FINANCIAL, STAFFING, ICT AND PROPERTY IMPLICATIONS 
 
2.1  One of the Rangers has previously been trained in the enforcement of Dog Control orders.  Consultation would need 
to take place with all the Rangers as to whether they would be prepared to be licenced as Enforcement Officers which 
would result in an alteration of Terms and Conditions and Job Evaluation 
 
3. LEGAL ISSUES 
 
3.1 None 
 
4. BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

  
A Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO) is a new power introduced by the Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 
2014. This power allows Local Authorities to identify a public open space or spaces and may prohibit specified things 
being done in the restricted area and/or require specified things to be done by persons carrying on specified activities in 
that area. 
  
Three Rivers District Council is proposing to introduce a PSPO  district wide in relation to the control of dogs. Part of the 
process is to consult. 
  
A PSPO can only be introduced by a Local Authority and does not give the powers to Parish or Community Councils to 
introduce their own (however their staff can be authorised to enforce) it is also proposed to utilise the Environmental 
Protection Litter Team and a request has been made to Hertfordshire Constabulary to use the PCSO's as well to enforce. 
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The suggested restrictions relating to dogs are: 
 

• failing to remove dog faeces (district wide) 
• dogs on leads if directed to do so by an authorised officer (district wide) 
• exclusion of dogs (children's play areas, tennis courts, skate parks and the fenced off grazed area in 

Chorleywood House grounds) 
• restrict the number dog walked by one person to 4 
• dogs on leads (the area directly surrounding the cafe in the Aquadrome) 

 
failure to comply with any of the above will result in a Fixed Penalty Notice of £75, or upon summary conviction to a fine 
not exceeding Level 3 on the standard scale (currently £1000). 
 
There is currently a survey running to allow members of the public to make their views known.  This survey has been 
running for a number of weeks and is due to close on the 15th May.  The link to the survey is as follows: 
 
 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/PSPOTRDC15 
 
 
This has been publicised on the TRDC website and in the Watford Observer.  All parishes within the District are being 
consulted.  The results of these consultations are due to be presented to the appropriate TRDC Committee in early June. 
 
Should the PSPO go ahead it is hoped that publicity of the introduction will be undertaken jointly with the District. 
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The Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014  The Public Spaces 

Protection Order - (Three Rivers District Council) 2015. 

Three Rivers District Council (in this order called “the Authority”) hereby makes the 

following Order:   

This Order comes into force on [date to be confirmed following consultation] for a 

period of 3 years.   

Offences   

1. Fouling: 

 If within the administrative area of the Authority a dog defecates at any time on land 

to which the public or any section of the public has access, on payment or otherwise, 

as of right or by virtue of express or implied permission and a person who is in 

charge of the dog at the time fails to remove the faeces from the land forthwith, that 

person shall be guilty of an offence unless    

(a) he has reasonable excuse for failing to do so;  or (b) the owner, occupier or other 

person or authority having control of the land has consented (generally or 

specifically) to his failing to do so.    

2. Leads by order : 

A person in charge of a dog shall be guilty of an offence if, at any time, within the 

administrative area of the Authority he does not comply with a direction given to him 

by an authorised officer of the authority to put and keep the dog on a lead unless   

(a) he has reasonable excuse for failing to do so;  or (b) the owner, occupier or other 

person or authority having control of the land has consented (generally or 

specifically) to his failing to do so.    

An authorised officer may only give a direction under this order if such restraint is 

reasonably necessary to prevent a nuisance or behaviour by the dog that is likely to 

cause annoyance or disturbance to any other person, or to a bird or another animal.   

3. Leads: 

 A person in charge of a dog shall be guilty of an offence if, at any time, on land 

detailed in Schedule 1 below he does not keep the dog on a lead unless   

(a) he has reasonable excuse for failing to do so;  or (b) the owner, occupier or other 

person or authority having control of the land has consented (generally or 

specifically) to his failing to do so.    

4. Exclusion  

A person in charge of a dog shall be guilty of an offence if, at any time, he takes the 

dog onto, or permits the dog to enter or to remain on, any land detailed in Schedule 2 

below unless   

(a) he has reasonable excuse for failing to do so;  or (b) the owner, occupier or other 

person or authority having control of the land has consented (generally or 

specifically) to his failing to do so.   

 

 



5. Restrict Number of Dogs Walked by One Person 

A person shall be guilty of an offence if, at any time, within the administrative area of 

the Authority he is in charge of more than 4 dogs unless 

a) he has reasonable excuse for failing to do so;  or (b) the owner, occupier or other 

person or authority having control of the land has consented (generally or 

specifically) to his failing to do so 

6. Exemptions Nothing in this order shall apply to a person who –   

(a)  is registered as a blind person in a register compiled under section 29 of the 

National Assistance Act 1948; or (b) is deaf, in respect of a dog trained by Hearing 

Dogs for Deaf People (registered charity number 293358) and upon which he relies 

for assistance; or (c)  has a disability which affects his mobility, manual dexterity, 

physical coordination or ability to lift, carry or otherwise move everyday objects, in 

respect of a dog trained by a prescribed charity and upon which he relies for 

assistance.   

For the purpose of this order –  

• A person who habitually has a dog in his possession shall be taken to be in charge 

of the dog at any time unless at that time some other person is in charge of the dog;  

• Placing the faeces in a receptacle on the land which is provided for the purpose, or 

for the disposal of waste, shall be sufficient removal from the land; 

 • Being unaware of the defecation (whether by reason of not being in the vicinity or 

otherwise), or not having a device for or other suitable means of removing the faeces 

shall not be a reasonable excuse for failing to remove the faeces  

• “an authorised officer of the Authority” means an employee, partnership agency or 

contractor of Three Rivers District Council who is authorised in writing by Three 

Rivers  District Council for the purposes of giving directions under the Order. 

 • Each of the following is a "prescribed charity" -  

 Dogs for the Disabled (registered charily number 700454)   

 Support Dogs Limited (registered charity number 1088281)  

 Canine Partners for Independence (registered charity number (803680)   

6. Penalty: 

 A person who is guilty of an offence under this Order shall be liable to a £75.00 

Fixed Penalty Notice, or upon summary conviction to a fine not exceeding level 3 on 

the standard scale. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SCHEDULE 1 

 

Dogs must be kept on a lead in the area surrounding the Café in the Park in The 

Aquadrome, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire. Highlighted in the map below 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SCHEDULE 2 

Dogs are excluded from all children’s play areas throughout the District and fenced 

off picnic areas listed below. Dogs are excluded from the grazed land areas on 

Chorleywood House Grounds outlined in orange on the map below: 

 

Fenced Picnic Area in The Aquadrome, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire 

Children’s Play Areas: 

Manor House Grounds – Junior areea Gallows Hill Lane, Abbots Langley, Herts 

WD5 0BX 

Manor House Grounds Infant Gallows Hill Lane, Abbots Langley, Herts 

Manor House Grounds Teen Gallows Hill Lane, Abbots Langley, Herts 

Manor House Grounds Skate Area Gallows Hill Lane, Abbots Langley, Herts 

Bedmond playing fields Toms Lane, Bedmond, Herts WD5 0RB 

Love Lane Love Lane, Abbots Langley, Herts WD5 

0QA 

South Way ,Abbots Langley, Herts WD5 0JL 

King George V Playing Fields George V Way, Sarratt, Herts 

Langleybury Hunton Bridge Road, Abbots Langley, 

Herts WD4 8QQ 



Langleybury Langleybury Lane, Abbots Langley, Herts 

WD4 8QQ 

Tanners Wood Lane Abbots Langley, Herts WD5 0LG 

Gade View Gardens Abbots Langley, Herts WD 

Huntonbury Village – Dowding Way Leavesden, Herts WD25 7GA 

Leavesden Country Park North play area Leavesden, Herts WD5 0GN 

Leavesden Country Park North gym Leavesden, Herts WD5 0GN 

Leavesden Country Park Tennis Courts Leavesden, Herts WD5 0GN 

Lemonfield Drive Leavesden, Herts WD25 9TR 

Boundary Way Leavesden, Herts WD25 7SU 

Leavesden Aerodrome Leavesden Herts WD25 

Robins Place play area Booundary Way, Leavesden, Herts 

WD25 7SN 

Primrose Hill Kings Langley, Herts WD4 

Ovaltine 1 Station Road, Kings Langley WD4 8GX 

Ovaltine 2 Station Road Kings Langley Herts WD4 

8GX 

The Swillett Heronsgate Road Chorleywood Herts 

WD3 5BS 

Chorleywood House Grounds Tennis 

Courts 

Chorleywood, Herts 

Baldwins Lane Playing Fields Tennis 

Courts 

Croxley Green, Herts 

Baldwins Lane play area Croxley Green WD3 3LE 

Baldwins Lane Skate Park Croxley Green, Herts 

Barton Way play area Croxley Green Herts 

Barton Way playing fields – gym Croxley Green Herts 

Cassiobridge Recreation Ground Croxley Green Herts WD3 3DG 

Woodland Chase Croxley Green Herts 

Durrants Croxley Green Herts 

Eastbury Play Area Batchworth Lane Herts HA6 3HU 

Eastbury Tennis Courts Batchworth Lane Herts 

Ebury Play Area Riverside Drive, Rickmansworth Herts 

Ebury play area gym Rickmansworth Herts 



Skidmore Way Rickmansworth herts 

Scotsbridge playing fields Scots Hill Rickmansworth Herts 

Scotsbridge playing fields Tennis courts Rickmansworth Herts 

Scotsbridge playing fields skate area Rickmansworth Herts 

King George V Playing Fields Mill End, Herts 

King George V Playing fields Skate area Mill End, Herts 

Mead Place boulder Mead Place Mill End Herts 

Mead Place north Mead Place Mill End Herts 

Mead Place South Mead Place Mill End Herts 

Fearney Mead Mill End Herts 

The Queens Drive Mill End Herts 

Oaklands Avenue Oxhey Hall, WD19 4LW 

Ashburnham Drive oxhey playing fields South Oxhey Herts 

Bramshott way oxhey playing fields South Oxhey Herts 

Hayling Road Oxhey playing fields South Oxhey Herts 

Hayling Road Street gym South Oxhey Herts 

Chillwell/Altham gardens South Oxhey Herts 

Lytham Avenue South Oxhey Herts 

Ferndown Road/Ballater Close South Oxhey Herts 

Green Lane Oxhey playing fields South Oxhey Herts 

Green Lane Tennis Courts South Oxhey Herts 

Green Lane Oxhey Playing fields Skate 

area 

South Oxhey Herts 

Prestwick Road South Oxhey Herts 

Lincoln Drive South Oxhey Herts 

Moortown Road South Oxhey Herts 

Denham Way playing fields Maple Cross Herts 

Denham Way playing fields Tennis 

Courts 

Maple Cross Herts 

Hornhill Recreation ground Maple Cross Herts 

Beechen Rd Play area Off Longcroft Rd, Maple Cross, Herts 

West Hyde street gym West Hyde herts 
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CHORLEYWOOD PARISH COUNCIL 
 
OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE MEETING       Agenda Item  11 
 
Date: TUESDAY 19th MAY 2015 

                                                                                                             
Subject:  DEFENCES OF THE COMMON 
 

 
 
Committee Member: 
 
Officer Contributors:   Claire James Deputy Clerk 
 
Status (public or exempt): Public 
 
Wards affected:  All 
 
Enclosures:   
 
Contact for further information:  Claire James Deputy Clerk 
 
1. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 1.1 That the Committee consider what , if any, further protection of the Common from illegal occupation is required 
and possible within the constraints of the laws affecting the Common. 
 
2. FINANCIAL, STAFFING, ICT AND PROPERTY IMPLICATIONS 
 
2.1  Travellers occupied the Common on the 11th April 2015.  Thanks to the swift efforts of Officers and Process Server 
the occupation was for less than 24 hours, damage was minimal and no clean up other than litter picking was required. 
However the bill for the removal of four caravans and vehicles still  incurred a bill of £793.58 plus Officer time.  It is likely 
that the costs would have been considerably greater if the travellers had been present for longer. 
 
3. LEGAL ISSUES 
 
3.1 The Parish Council has no separate legal department to deal with such events, which hopefully are a rarity, and 

therefore need to be able to call on Three Rivers District Council (TRDC) when the need arises.  It is suggested that a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)/agreement be established with TRDC to cover any such future events. 

3.2 There was an initial perceived unwillingness of the Police to assist officers with the enforcement of the byelaws.  It is 
therefore suggested that officers meet with the Police to establish what support they can offer in such events. 

 
4. BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

  
4.1 Four caravans and vehicles occupied the Common behind the Cricket pitch on the 9th April, arriving sometime after 

9.45pm the previous evening and leaving about 9.30pm the following day.  During the course of the day two further 
caravans and vehicles came and left within the space of about an hour. 

4.2 Travellers have over the years arrived on different parts of the Common but to date it has not been a regular 
occurrence. 

4.3 The Process Server who was instrumental in effecting their removal from the Common on this occasion suggested 
that the Council review the natural barriers (e.g. logs) to prevent access by vehicles to the Common within the 
constraints of the rules we operate. 
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