
Policy & Resources 
Financial Budget Comparison 
 Comparison between 01/04/14 and 20/01/15 inclusive.  Includes due and unpaid transactions.  
 Excludes transactions with an invoice date prior to 01/04/14 
 2014/2015 Rev  Actual Net Balance 
 2014/2015 
Policy & Resources 
Income 
10 Other £475.00 £580.00 £579.60 -£0.40 
11 Grants £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 
12 Chairman Charity £0.00 £400.00 £758.00 £358.00 
13 Village Day £3,500.00 £3,610.00 £3,986.00 £376.00 
14 Sale of Parish Map £50.00 £50.00 £2.00 -£48.00 
15 Insurance Contribution £2,550.00 £2,550.00 £1,481.64 -£1,068.36 
16 Quiz Night £0.00 £0.00 £9,258.20 £9,258.20 
17 Caddy Sacks £250.00 £250.00 £315.00 £65.00 
18 Contribution from WMH for Computer £1,300.00 £1,300.00 £1,200.00 -£100.00 
19 Bank Interest £10.00 £50.00 £208.72 £158.72 
20 Community Plan £0.00 £2,330.00 £3,131.00 £801.00 
 
Total Income £8,135.00 £11,120.00 £20,920.16 £9,800.16 
 
Expenditure 
100 Salaries £75,000.00 £75,000.00 £62,987.33 £12,012.67 
101 Inc Tax & NI £30,000.00 £30,000.00 £25,727.05 £4,272.95 
102 Superannuation £25,300.00 £28,000.00 £21,581.28 £6,418.72 
103 Travelling Expenses £2,150.00 £2,150.00 £1,916.68 £233.32 
104 Rates £4,400.00 £4,400.00 £3,828.03 £571.97 
105 Services £3,890.00 £3,890.00 £2,217.68 £1,672.32 
106 Telephone £1,800.00 £1,800.00 £1,455.66 £344.34 
107 Audit £3,000.00 £3,000.00 £1,764.00 £1,236.00 
108 Chairmans Allowance £450.00 £450.00 £118.74 £331.26 
109 Chorleywood Matters £3,875.00 £3,875.00 £2,400.00 £1,475.00 
110 Computer £4,100.00 £4,100.00 £3,230.35 £869.65 
111 Contribution to Funds £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 
112 Grants £500.00 £500.00 £0.00 £500.00 
115 Insurance £10,100.00 £10,100.00 £10,108.73 -£8.73 
116 Legal Expenses & Professional Fees £1,250.00 £1,500.00 £1,418.80 £81.20 

118 Miscellaneous £1,000.00 £1,000.00 £632.94 £367.06 
119 Office Cleaning £500.00 £500.00 £130.00 £370.00 
120 Office Maintenance £1,700.00 £1,700.00 £1,655.33 £44.67 
121 PCSOs £28,500.00 £28,500.00 £14,250.00 £14,250.00 
122 Photocopying £2,370.00 £2,370.00 £2,627.48 -£257.48 
123 Postage £1,300.00 £1,300.00 £1,156.69 £143.31 
125 Stationery & Off equip £1,550.00 £1,550.00 £1,556.71 -£6.71 
126 Subscriptions & Donations £2,500.00 £2,500.00 £2,037.97 £462.03 
127 Training & Conferences £1,350.00 £1,350.00 £712.00 £638.00 
128 Village Day £2,100.00 £1,580.00 £1,578.35 £1.65 
129 Website £1,150.00 £1,150.00 £839.20 £310.80 
130 War Memorial Hall Grant £20,000.00 £20,000.00 £20,000.00 £0.00 
131 HR Service Contract £2,500.00 £2,500.00 £1,696.00 £804.00 
132 Christmas Lights £4,000.00 £4,000.00 £699.73 £3,300.27 
133 Health And Safety £1,000.00 £1,000.00 £49.00 £951.00 
134 Quiz Night £0.00 £0.00 £9,091.68 -£9,091.68 
135 Purchase of Caddy Sacks £100.00 £100.00 £112.00 -£12.00 
136 Hanging Baskets £1,000.00 £1,000.00 £958.33 £41.67 
137 Chairman Charity £0.00 £400.00 £34.81 £365.19 
138 Community Plan £0.00 £0.00 £2,740.00 -£2,740.00 
 
Total Expenditure £238,435.00 £241,265.00 £201,312.55 £39,952.45  
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POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING    Agenda Item xx. 
 
Date: TUESDAY 27th JANUARY 2015 

                                                                                                             
Subject:  PRECEPT 2015/16 
______________________________________________________________________________  
Committee Members:  

Officer Contributors : Yvonne Merritt, Parish Clerk 

 

Status (public or exempt) : Public  

Wards affected : All  

Enclosures: Appendix 1 - 3  

Contact for further information: Clerk 

 

 

1. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
1.1   That the Committee recommend to Full Council setting the precept  

 
2. RELEVANT PREVIOUS DECISIONS 
 
2.1 Nil 

 
3. CORPORATE PRIORITIES AND POLICY CONSIDERATIONS 
 
3.1  None specific 
 
4. RISK MANAGEMENT ISSUES 
 
4.1 None Specific 
 
5. FINANCIAL, STAFFING, ICT AND PROPERTY IMPLICATIONS 
 
5.1 Within the report. 
 
6. LEGAL ISSUES  
 
6.1 The Council is duty bound to set a precept which should reflect the aims and objectives of the 

forthcoming year, and if necessary following years. 
 
7. BACKGROUND INFORMATION  
 
7.1 At the meeting of the Policy & Resources Committee on 23rd September 2014, the guidelines  
            were agreed for the 2015/16 budget as follows:- 

 
14/21    Members discussed the report and  
The Committee 

 RESOLVED 
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To advise all spending committees to look at an inflationary increase of 2% on the budgets for 
2015/16 for income and expenditure this will be reported back to this committee. 

 Spending Committees are also asked to consider any capital items for consideration 
  
 This was proposed by Cllr Worrall, seconded by Cllr Trevett and unanimously approved. 

 
7.2       The budget comparison for the first nine months is attached in Appendix 1 which includes the  

revised budget for the current year and the draft budget for 2015/16 which follows the 
guidelines  set out by the Policy & Resources Committee, and has been agreed by each 
Committee. 

 
7.3 Revenue Budgets 
 

The net revenue budgets are detailed below and take into account increases in budgets agreed 
by each individual Committee.  

 
 Committee     £ 
 Policy and Resources            238,160 
 Open Spaces             106,280  
 Chorleywood Village Halls Trust           -(415) 
 Total          £344,025 
 
 There is no increase from the revised budget for 2014/15. 
 

NB  
• This figure takes into account the changes in salary following the agreed increase 

of 2.2% 
 
7.4        Capital/ Repairs and Renewals 
 

Appendix 2 shows there is currently a reserve fund of £495292. It should be noted that the 
Instant Access and current accounts will diminish over the next four months as these are the 
accounts that the precept is paid into and monies to fund the revenue budget is taken out of.   
(The closing balance for last year’s fund was £222,748), therefore the estimated closing 
balance fund for the capital budget is likely to be £380,000 of which £162230 has been 
allocated for capital funding or repairs and renewals.  There is also £5396 allocated to the 
Charity, Chorleywood Village Halls Trust, and £1307 remaining in the Common Ring Fenced 
Account,  
 
The likely result is that there will be a fund balance of unallocated reserves of £217770 which 
is down on last year by £40,000.  This is within the auditor’s recommendations for reserve 
balances being at least half a year’s precept.   

 
Appendix 3 gives the breakdown of allocations between capital and repairs and renewals for 
each Committee. Details of this year’s capital bids are listed in this appendix, and have been 
increased by inflation. 
 
Total Capital fund  £  19015 
Total Revenue Budget £344025 
Total costs   £363040 
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7.5 It has been possible to create a budget within the scope suggested by the P&R Committee.  The 
Village Halls account is a standalone account and cannot go into deficit.  This Committee grant 
funds the charity to ensure that this happens.  However due to the growth in the past year the 
amount of the grant will not need to increase and can remain at £20,000 per annum which is 
reflected in the budget figures.  

 
7.6 Other capital projects that have been approved by Committees/Council are as follows 
 
 War Memorial Hall Refurbishment £50,000.00 
 Traffic Lights on the A404  £10,000.00 

Total      £60,000.00 
 

7.6 Members will be aware that there has been a change in how the Council tax base is calculated.  
Last year Three Rivers District Council made grant funding to the Parish Council for the full 
amount to allow the Council to have the same amount of funds available as if there had been 
no changes. However this year the Parish Council have been advised that this funding will be 
reduced by 50% from last year’s figure of £6286 to £3143 or 33% from last year’s figure of 
£6286 to £4212, making a shortfall of £3143 or £2074  

 
7.7 This year the Band ‘D’ equivalent tax base has been increased from 6012.74 for 14-15 to 

6080.31 for 15-16 an increase of 67.57.this will mean that the council can collect an additional 
£3500 without having to increase the precept and the costs are shared between more people.
  

7.8 Listed below are the suggestions with regard to the precept 
  

1. Total capital and revenue figures plus total capital projects would equate to a precept of  
£363040 + 60000 = £423040 or £69.58 per Band D equivalent an increase of 4.86%   
which equates to  £3.22 per annum or 6 pence  per week 

 
2. Total capital and revenue figures less the traffic lights capital costs which could be 

taken from reserves. 
£363040 + £50,000 = £413040 and increase of 2.36% or £67.93 per Band D equivalent 
an increase of £1.57 per annum or 3p per week. 

 
3. Increase the precept by 2% to £408000 (an additional £8000) and take the remaining 

balance from reserves of £15040 which equates to £67.10 per year – and increase of 
£0.74 per year or 1 ½ pence per week. 

 
4. Increase the precept to £403500 (an additional £3500 taken from the increase in the tax 

base) and take the remaining balance of £19540 from reserves keeping the precept the 
same £66.36 per band D. 
 

NB At the time of writing the revenue grant from Three Rivers has not been agreed and therefore 
the amount has not been taken into account in these calculations.  I have assumed that any 
grant will be placed in reserves. 
 

 
8. LIST OF BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
8.1 Parish Accounts 
8.2 Three Rivers Tax Base Calculation 
 



 

 Parish Financial Summary - Cashbook 
 Summary between 01/10/14 and 31/12/14 inclusive. 
 Balances at the start of the year 
 Ordinary Accounts 
 Current Account - Parish -£24,559.24 
 Instant Access - Parish £222,748.67 
 Petty Cash Account £200.00 
 Short Term Investment Accounts 
 Halifax Investment Bond £0.00 
 Natwest fixed rate £71,453.70 
 Scottish Widows 60 Day Inv Acc £81,249.10 
 Total £351,092.23 

Balances at start of period 
Ordinary Accounts 
Current Account - Parish -£14,571.08 
Instant Access - Parish £179,781.54 
Petty Cash Account £200.00 
Short Term Investment Accounts 
Halifax Investment Bond £0.00 
Natwest fixed rate £71,453.70 
Scottish Widows 60 Day Inv Acc £81,313.86 
Total £318,178.02 
 Net Vat Gross 
 Council 
 Receipts £217,852.23 £0.00 £217,852.23 
 Payments £4,181.99 £256.00 £4,437.99 
 Policy & Resources 
 Receipts £13,473.83 £0.00 £13,473.83 
 Payments £61,521.98 £2,123.12 £63,645.10 
 Open Spaces 
 Receipts £14,488.85 £845.00 £15,333.85 
 Payments £36,323.46 £2,213.74 £38,537.20 
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Background and purpose   

Topic 

This is a consultation on the modernisation of parish polls, with the aim of bringing 
the process up to date and ensuring that parish polls continue to provide a legitimate 
method for local communities to have a voice on issues that directly relate to parish 
matters.   
 
Scope of Consultation  

This document sets out our proposals and seeks the views of the public, local 
authorities and the parish sector on questions regarding:  
 

Section one: The trigger – the number or proportion of electors required 
to demand a poll. 
Section two: The voting arrangements for parish polls.  
Section three: The questions on which a poll can be held. 
Section four: Consequential related matters. 

 

Geographical Scope 

This consultation relates to England only. 
 

Basic Information 
 
Who are we consulting?   
This consultation paper invites comments from:  

 Members of the public who live and/or work in parished areas.  
 Parish council members.  
 Parish council clerks and other employees.  
 Parish meeting chairmen.  
 Representatives of parish bodies.  
 Principal local authorities and their officials especially those who have a role if 

a parish poll is called.     

How to respond 
 
Your response must be received by 30 January 2015. 
Email responses should be sent to: parishgovernance@communities.gsi.gov.uk  
or by post to Hannah Brook, 2nd Floor, Fry Building NE, 2 Marsham Street, London, 
SW1P 4DF. 
 

mailto:parishgovernance@communities.gsi.gov.uk
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For further information regarding this consultation or to request a hard copy please 
contact Hannah Brook by email:  hannah.brook@communities.gsi.gov.uk or phone:  
0303 444 1858.  
 
We would encourage people to give a direct answer to the questions asked, but 
please feel free to comment on the other intentions expressed in this document.    
A government response outlining the findings as a result of this consultation will be 
published online in February 2015.  
 
Confidentiality and data protection 
  
Any responses to this consultation may be made public. If you do not want all or part 
of your response or name made public, please state this clearly in the response. Any 
confidentiality disclaimer that may be generated by your organisation’s IT system or 
included as a general statement in your fax cover sheet will be taken to apply only to 
information in your response for which confidentiality has been specifically 
requested.  
 
Information provided in response to this consultation, including personal information, 
may be subject to publication or disclosure in accordance with the access to 
information regimes (these are primarily the Freedom of Information Act 2000, the 
Data Protection Act 1998 and the Environmental Information Regulations 2004). If 
you want other information that you provide to be treated as confidential, please be 
aware that, under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, there is a statutory Code of 
Practice with which public authorities must comply and which deals, amongst other 
things, with obligations of confidence.  
 
In view of this, it would be helpful if you could explain to us why you regard the 
information you have provided as confidential. If we receive a request for disclosure 
of the information we will take full account of your explanation, but we cannot give an 
assurance that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances. The 
Department will process your personal data in accordance with the Data Protection 
Act 1998 and in the majority of circumstances this will mean that your personal data 
will not be disclosed to third parties.  
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Background information 
 
What is a parish poll? 
 
A parish poll is a democratic tool which allows for a ballot of local government 
electors in the parish to be called on any question arising at a parish meeting. 
Accordingly a parish poll should only be held on a question which it is appropriate for 
a parish to consider. Although non-binding, meaning that the results of the poll do 
not have to be followed, they provide an indication of support for, or opposition to, 
specific parish matters which helps to guide parish council decision-making. 

 
What is a parish meeting?  
 
There are two types of parish meetings; statutory parish meetings and extraordinary 
parish meetings.  In parishes which are too small to have a parish council there must 
be two statutory parish meetings a year.  For parishes with a parish council, one 
parish meeting a year must be held in addition to the meetings of the parish council.  
In all parishes extraordinary parish meetings can be convened throughout the year, 
by a parish chairman, by two parish councillors or, importantly for the calling of 
parish polls, by six or more local government electors. 
 
Parish meetings are public gatherings where local electors can raise any matter 
affecting parish business; local electors also have the ability to vote on any question 
put before the meeting. In parishes without a parish council the parish meeting also 
forms the decision making body; whereas for parishes with a parish council, the 
elected members of the council are the decision making body– decisions and votes 
can only be taken by council members.  Whilst the public have a right to attend, 
public participation is governed by the council’s standing orders.    
 
What procedures have been used in the past? 
 
The legislation that governs parish polls is found in Section 150 of and Schedule 12 
to the Local Government Act 19721and The Parish and Community Meeting (Polls) 
Rules 19872. Amongst other things, that legislation states that:  

 
 If a poll consequent on a parish meeting is required to be taken, the 

chairman of the meeting shall notify the principal council in which the parish 
is situated of the fact and that council shall appoint an officer of the council 
to be returning officer and shall run the poll.  

 
 Polling is to take place between the hours of 4 in the afternoon and 9 at 

night on the day fixed by the returning officer, which shall not be earlier 
than the fourteenth day or later than the twenty-fifth day after the day on 
which the poll was demanded.  
 

                                            
 
1 http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1972/70/contents  
2 www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/1987/1/made 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1972/70/contents
file:///C:/Users/bcroxon/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/5YXEL51P/www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/1987/1/made
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 The expense of a parish meeting, including the cost of any poll consequent 
on a parish meeting, shall be paid for by the parish council.  
 

 A poll may be demanded before the conclusion of a parish meeting on any 
question arising at the meeting; but no poll shall be taken unless either the 
person presiding at the meeting consents or the poll is demanded by not 
less than ten, or one-third, of the local government electors present at the 
meeting, whichever is less3. 

There is no provision for polling cards, postal or proxy votes, and although often 
provided, there is no requirement for adjustments for the disabled.  
 
What issues have been identified? 
 
Parish polls are a high cost consultation method; a survey of 150 parishes found that 
polls cost in the region of £5,000 - £8,0004. It is therefore important that they are 
properly run, are relevant to the parish residents, and form a real way to ascertain 
views and aid decision making.  A number of problems have been identified with the 
system.  

 
The trigger: the number of electors needed for a poll to be taken was very low. 
There is evidence that this low threshold has resulted in the poll process being 
inappropriately exploited. In one case a poll was called by 11 residents, the minority 
of those present at the meeting, and resulted in a poll turnout of 13%.  
 
The voting arrangements: There are no provisions for proxy or postal votes and 
voting can only take place between the hours of 4-9pm. These procedures are out of 
date and may result in reduced participation.   

 
The questions on which a poll can be held: Individuals have abused the 
current wide definition to call for polls on matters which are unrelated to the local 
area or the functions of a parish.  
 
In response to representations on the above matters, provisions were added to the 
Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 to modernise parish polls. Section 42 of the 
Act allows the Secretary of State to make new regulations about polls consequent on 
parish meetings, including: 

 
 the questions arising at a meeting on which a poll may be demanded; 

 
 the circumstances in which a poll may or must be taken (including provision 

as to the number of local government electors who must demand a poll for 
a poll to be taken); and 
 

 the conduct of a poll.  
 

                                            
 
3 This requirement was removed by section 42(2) of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014. 
4 Figures from 2012 Society of Local Council Clerks survey.  
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The Act also removes the current trigger requirements and allows for the creation of 
new regulations covering the poll process, which may cover the application of 
existing electoral legislation to parish polls (such as procedures for postal voting).  

 
Intentions for Regulations  
 
As set out by Ministers to Parliament, the Government intends to issue new 
regulations to modernise the parish poll process whilst maintaining the essence of 
this important democratic tool and preserving the mechanism of calling a poll at a 
parish meeting. The new regulations will replace The Parish and Community Meeting 
(Polls) Rules 1987.    
 
In modernising parish polls the Government is minded to:  

 
 increase the trigger for the number of electors needed to call a poll, to limit 

vexatious, unnecessary and otherwise inappropriate use;  
 

 update the voting arrangements to improve access and modernise the 
polling procedure to bring mechanisms in line with other local government 
polls; and  
 

 more closely define the question on which a parish poll can be held to 
ensure questions posed are on appropriate local issues.   

 
Previous Engagement 
 
The enabling provisions in the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 were debated 
in Parliament. We have also discussed the policy with the National Association of 
Local Councils, the Society of Local Council Clerks and certain other interested 
parties prior to this consultation.  
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Section One - The trigger 
 

1.1 Under the Local Government Act 1972 a poll may be demanded before the 
conclusion of a parish meeting on any question arising at the meeting.  
 

1.2 The previous trigger requirement in operation stated that no poll shall be 
taken unless either the person presiding at the meeting consents or the poll is 
demanded by not less than ten, or one-third, of the local government electors 
present at the meeting, whichever is less. In a parish meeting with only six 
people in attendance, a poll could be called by as little as two people. This 
trigger was particularly minimal when compared to the average parish size of 
150-70,000 people.  This led to a number of instances where polls have been 
called by individuals exploiting the trigger threshold to vexatiously or 
inappropriately pursue particular personal agendas which are not shared by a 
majority of other local people. As mentioned in one case, 11 people called for 
a poll resulting in a turnout of 13% of voters. In another parish of over 25,000 
electors, 10 people out of the 100 present at a parish meeting, called for a 
parish poll which resulted in a turnout of 4%.  As all costs of the poll are met 
by the parish and normally paid from precepts, such abuse can have large 
financial consequences for parish councils and tax payers.    
 

1.3 The Government proposes to create a new trigger which increases the 
numbers of electors needed to call for a parish poll, in order to ensure that 
polls are not inappropriatly pursued by small groups of people but rather held 
on matters of genuine local concern.  We also propose that the trigger 
preserves the mechanism of calling a poll at a parish meeting,  
 

1.4 The Government proposes to make regulations about the circumstances in 
which a poll may be taken. In these regulations, the Government proposes the 
following provision:  
No poll shall be taken unless the poll is demanded by the majority of 
local government electors present at the meeting and the electors 
demanding a poll constitute not less than –  
1) 10% of local government electors for the community, or 
2) 60 electors (if 10% of electors exceeds 60)  
 

1.5 This trigger would mean that a parish poll is triggered when the majority of 
electors present at the meeting demand a poll, and the electors demanding 
the poll also constitute 10 percent of the electors for the parish. Using this 
trigger we estimate that the smallest number of people needed to trigger a poll 
would be 15.  
 

1.6 This option provides a higher trigger threshold than the previous trigger in use 
and offers a solution which is representative to parish size. We intend to have 
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a requirement for a maximum limit, as even a very small percentage of the 
larger parish populations could create administrative difficulties in organising 
meetings and the counting of hands/verification. A similar form of trigger is 
currently used to trigger community polls in Wales. 
 

1.7 When formulating the trigger, a number of factors were taken into 
consideration, including the number of people who could be reasonable 
expected to physically fit into a room which is available for a parish meeting; 
the number of votes by show of hands that could be practically counted at a 
meeting; and the number of people who could be verified against the electoral 
register as local government electors to satisfy that the trigger has been 
reached.  
 

1.8 In addition to changing the trigger, the Government proposes to remove the 
ability for the person presiding at the meeting, alone, to call a poll. The 
Government considers that this should be replaced by a provision which 
allows for a poll to be called on an appropriate issue if the majority of the 
members (councillors) of a parish council agree, in order to make the process 
more democratic. These measures will help to stop vexatious use and ensure 
that tax payers’ money is used appropriately. 
 

Question:  
 
Q1. The proposal is to provide in regulations that:  
 
No poll shall be taken unless the poll is demanded by the majority of local 
government electors present at the meeting and the electors demanding a poll 
constitute not less than –  
1) 10% of local government electors for the community, or 
2) 60 electors (if 10% of electors exceeds 60) 
 
What are your views on the proposed trigger?  
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Section Two - The voting arrangements 
  

2.1 The polling rules are found in The Parish and Community Meeting (Polls) 
Rules 19875. The Rules state that voting can only take place between the 
hours of 4 p.m. - 9 p.m. There is no provision for polling cards, postal or proxy 
votes, and although often provided, there is no requirement for adjustments 
for the disabled. Once a poll has been called it must be held within 14-25 
days.  
 

2.2 It is the Government’s view that these polling procedures operate as barriers 
to participation and are in need of modernisation. The Government believes 
that polls of genuine local concern warrant modern polling procedures which 
are transparent and accessible.   
 

2.3 Parish polls are carried out on behalf of the parish by their principal council6. 
All costs incurred by the principal council in carrying out a parish poll are met 
by the parish concerned. Parishes will normally pay for the poll from their 
precept, so costs are funded directly from tax payers’ money.  
 

2.4 Additional voting arrangements are likely to increase the cost of a poll, for 
example, extending voting hours will require polling stations to be rented for 
longer periods of time, with polling clerks paid to cover the extra hours. 
However, increasing the trigger and guaranteeing that the subject matter on 
which a poll can be called is relevant will ensure that polls are only triggered 
on matters of genuine local concern and therefore are more likely to represent 
value for money. 
 

2.5 When considering the proposal below, please bear in mind the non-binding 
nature of parish polls which differentiates them from some other local 
referendums. 
  

Proposal: 
  
In the proposed regulations about the conduct of a poll the Government 
intends to provide: 

 that a poll must be open from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m.; 
 that the same facilities for disabled people as used in other polls/referendums 

must be provided (e.g. allow documents to be translated into braille and 
provided in audio format, and the use of ramps at polling stations to make 
them accessible for disabled voters); 

 that the poll may be conducted in accordance with such rules as appliciable to 
the conduct of other polls as the Returning Officer considers appropriate, 
subject to the inclusion of postal and proxy voting for the poll being with the 
agreement of the parish council;  

                                            
 
5 http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/1987/1/made 
6 A principal council is the district, unitary or borough council to whom local residents in the parish pay 
their council tax.  

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/1987/1/made
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 that at the discretion of the principle council’s Returning Officer, a parish poll 
may be combined, if timing permits, with another poll. In this situation a parish 
poll must be conducted according to the rules of the other poll.   

 
2.6 This approach would modernise arrangements and increase accessibility. 

Other arrangements that may be included in a poll include postal, proxy 
voting, polling cards and any other statutory conduct measures consequent 
on a local government referendum.    
 

2.7 Postal and proxy voting would potentially increase flexibility and access to 
polls, allowing those who are unable to vote in person to do so. However, due 
to the time needed to administer them, if these arrangements were selected 
as an appropriate procedure for any poll, we intend to allow for the period of 
time between calling and holding that poll to be extended from 14-25 days to 
22-35 days. Given the expense of providing for postal and proxy voting, the 
proposed regulations would specify that any decision to use postal and proxy 
voting must be agreed by the parish council. 
 

2.8 If polling cards were selected, they would need to be sent to the residents of 
all local electors and would help in advertising the forthcoming poll. However, 
providing polling cards would increase costs and they are not required for 
parish council elections. The proposed regulations would therefore not make 
polling cards mandatory for parish polls, but instead give discretion to the 
Returning Officer of the principal authority to judge whether it would be 
appropriate. Due to the time needed to produce the polling cards and deliver 
them, if this method were chosen we intend to allow for an increase in the 
period between calling and holding a poll.  
 

2.9 If timings permitted, combining a parish poll with other polls (for example local 
elections) could reduce costs as the costs of polling stations and staff, for 
example, would be shared with other councils. 
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Question: 
 
Q2. The proposal is to provide in regulations: 

 
 that a poll must be open from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m.; 
 that the same facilities for disabled people as used in other polls/referendums 

must be provided (e.g. allow documents to be translated into braille and 
provided in audio format, and the use of ramps at polling stations to make 
them accessible for disabled voters); 

 that the poll may be conducted in accordance with such rules as appliciable to 
the conduct of other polls as the Returning Officer considers appropriate, 
subject to the inclusion of postal and proxy voting for the poll being with the 
agreement of the parish council;  

 that at the discretion of the principle council’s Returning Officer, a parish poll 
may be combined, if timing permits, with another poll. In this situation a parish 
poll must be conducted according to the rules of the other poll.   

 
What are your views on the Government’s proposal to modernise voting 
arrangements?  
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Section Three - The questions on which a 
poll can be held 
 

3.1 Currently a parish poll may be demanded before the conclusion of a parish 
meeting on any question arising at the meeting. The question for the poll is 
decided at the meeting. Accordingly, a parish poll should only be held on a 
question which it is appropriate for a parish to consider. However, individuals 
have misused the current wide definition to call for polls on matters which 
were unrelated to the local area or the functions of a parish. For example, 
polls have been called on national policy issues which a parish council cannot 
change. This has resulted in inappropriate polls at substantial cost to local tax 
payers.  
 

3.2 Once a poll has been demanded at a parish meeting the chairman of the 
meeting notifies their principal council.  Following a number of parish polls on 
national political issues, guidance was issued recommending that parish 
chairmen advise their principal council if they do not feel the topic of the poll is 
a parish affair, and suggesting that the Returning Officer of the principal 
council could then refuse to hold a poll on this question.   
 

3.3 It is necessary to ensure that polls are called on topics that were discussed at 
the meeting, affect those who live and work in the parish and relate to parish 
functions. Placing previous guidance into legislation and adding defining 
criteria aims to guarantee the electors’ voices are protected but prevent tax 
payers’ money from being wasted.  
 

3.4 In the proposed regulations about the questions arising at a meeting on which 
a poll can be demanded, the Government intends to provide that:  
A poll can be called on any question arising at a meeting which 
concerns affairs which relate to a parish council/meeting’s functions 
and meets the following criteria:   
1. The subject matter was discussed at the parish meeting;  
2. the subject matter directly affects those who live and/or work in the 
parish; and 
3. the parish council/meeting has the capacity to make a decision on the 
subject matter including any decision as a statutory consultee, but not 
including a decision simply to agree a declaratory statement on the 
matter.  
 

3.5 To further prevent inappropriate polls being called, the Government intends to 
allow the Monitoring Officer of a principal council to have discretion to reject a 
poll which they feel does not meet the legal criteria. The Monitoring Officer’s 
proposed role would not be to monitor citizens’ democratic rights, but to solely 
judge whether the subject matter on the poll is within the range of subject 
matters for which the legislation provides. 
 

3.6 It is suggested that the discretion to make this decision goes to the Monitoring 
Officer, rather than the Returning Officer as it is the Monitoring Officer’s 
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responsibility to oversee a principal council’s compliance with its legislative 
obligations. 
 

3.7 If it was deemed by the Monitoring Officer that a poll did not meet the 
legislative requirements, it is proposed that they should inform the parish 
meeting/council, along with the listed poll requesters of their decision and 
reasoning.   

 
Question:  
 
Q3. The proposal is to provide in regulations that:  
 
A poll can be called on any question arising at a meeting which concerns affairs 
which relate to a parish council/meetings functions and meets the following criteria:   
1. The subject matter was discussed at the parish meeting.  
2. The subject matter directly affects those who live and/ or work in the parish; and 
3. the parish council/meeting has the capacity to make a decision on the subject 
matter including any decision as a statutory consultee, but not including a decision 
simply to agree a declaratory statement on the matter. 
 
Do you consider that the proposed criteria sufficiently tighten the subject 
matter so that a poll can only be held on a parish issue?  
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Section Four - Consequential related 
matters  
 

4.1 Following discussions with representatives from interested parties we have 
identified other areas which could be updated to strengthen polling 
procedures and improve people’s knowledge of and access to parish polls. 
 

A) Calculating the number of electors on the electoral register 
 

4.2 The date for calculating the number of electors in parishes differs from other 
local authority areas. We therefore intend to change and standardise the date 
for calculating the number of electors on the electoral register to 1 December. 
This will bring the calculation time in line with other legislation. 
 

B) Multiple polls 
 

4.3 A further concern was where multiple polls on the same question have been 
called in succession, as people were unhappy with the result or the council’s 
actions. In line with other legislation7 on referendums we intend to prevent this 
outcome. We suggest that only one poll can be called on the same subject in 
a 12 month period. This will prevent inappropriate use while recognising that 
situations may change over time which warrants holding a poll on a similar 
topic.   
 

C) Announcement of the result 
 

4.4 Following the conclusion of the parish poll and the count of the votes cast, the 
Returning Officer from the parish’s principal council, who is in charge of the 
poll, must announce the results. So that the outcome is made available to as 
many residents as possible, we propose that principal councils should place 
the results on their website (many do so in any event) and also on parish and 
town council websites, where these are available. 
 

D) Poll cost estimates 
 

4.5 Another issue is that it is difficult for parishes to know how much a poll will 
cost, and to plan for this expenditure. Conducting a poll without knowledge of 
the cost implications for the parish and its taxpayers is not conducive to the 
efficient management of resources. We therefore intend to issue guidance to 
Returning Officers encouraging them to provide a parish with an estimate of 
costs, once a poll has been called and election arrangements agreed.  
 

                                            
 
7 Local Government Act 2000: http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/22/contents  

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/22/contents
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E) Informing voters 
 

4.6 Lastly, once a poll has been called a parish council enters a period of 
heightened sensitivity limiting what information the authority can communicate 
regarding the poll. Councillors themselves and the local campaigners can 
publish and disseminate material on the questions. While taxpayers’ money 
should not be spent on campaigning by the council, feedback has indicated 
that allowing a short, factual, balanced statement to be issued by the parish 
council could be helpful in creating more informed voters. It would be 
necessary for the principal council’s Monitoring Officer to approve such a 
statement.     

 
Question:  

Q4. What are your views on the proposals to: 
  

A: Change the calculation date for the number of electors on the 
electoral register to 1 December - bringing calculation time in line with 
other legislation. 
 
B: Provide that only one poll can be called on the same subject in a 12 
month period. 
 
C: Provide that principal councils should place the results on their 
website and also on parish and town council websites, where these are 
available. 
 
D: Issue guidance and encourage Returning Officers to provide a parish 
with an estimate of costs once a poll has been called and election 
arrangements agreed.  
 
E: Provide that after a poll has been called, the parish council should be 
able to publish a short, factual, balanced and objective statement about 
the question of the poll.  
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List of Questions:  
 
Q1. What are your views on the proposed trigger?  
 
The proposal is to provide in regulations that:  
No poll shall be taken unless the poll is demanded by the majority of local 
government electors present at the meeting and the electors demanding a poll 
constitute not less than –  
1) 10% of local government electors for the community, or 
2) 60 electors (if 10% of electors exceeds 60) 
 

Q2. What are your views on the Government’s proposal to modernise 
voting arrangements? 
 
The proposal is to provide in regulations: 

 that a poll must be open from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m.; 
 that the same facilities for disabled people as used in other polls/referendums 

must be provided (e.g. allow documents to be translated into braille and 
provided in audio format, and the use of ramps at polling stations to make 
them accessible for disabled voters); 

 that the poll may be conducted in accordance with such rules as appliciable to 
the conduct of other polls as the Returning Officer considers appropriate, 
subject to the inclusion of postal and proxy voting for the poll being with the 
agreement of the parish council;  

 that at the discretion of the principle council’s Returning Officer, a parish poll 
may be combined, if timing permits, with another poll. In this situation a parish 
poll must be conducted according to the rules of the other poll.   

 
Q3. Do you consider that the proposed criteria sufficiently tighten the subject 
matter so that a poll can only be held on a parish issue? 
 
The proposal is to provide in regulations that:  
A poll can be called on any question arising at a meeting which concerns affairs 
which relate to a parish council/meetings functions and meets the following criteria:   
1. The subject matter was discussed at the parish meeting.  
2. The subject matter directly affects those who live and/ or work in the parish; and 
3. the parish council/meeting has the capacity to make a decision on the subject 
matter including any decision as a statutory consultee, but not including a decision 
simply to agree a declaratory statement on the matter. 
 
Q4. What are your views on the proposals to: 
  
A: Change the calculation date for the number of electors on the electoral register to 
1 December - bringing calculation time in line with other legislation. 
 
B: Provide that only one poll can be called on the same subject in a 12 month period. 
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C: Provide that principal councils should place the results on their website and also 
on parish and town council websites, where these are available. 
 
D: Issue guidance and encourage Returning Officers to provide a parish with an 
estimate of costs once a poll has been called and election arrangements agreed.  
 
E: Provide that after a poll has been called, the parish council should be able to 
publish a short, factual, balanced and objective statement about the question of the 
poll.   
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As a result of greenhouse gas emissions our 
climate is changing. Whilst the most severe 
impacts may be in other countries, changes and 
impacts such as warmer and wetter winters, hotter 
and drier summers, and more severe weather will 
also affect our region.

Three Rivers District Council aims to continue 
to reduce its impact on the local and global 
environment. We have developed a strategy which 
sets out how the Council can improve and lead 
by example in its own operations. It also sets out 
how we will work with and assist the residents and 
businesses in our area to reduce their impact on 
the environment, improve sustainability and also 
adapt to a changing climate.

We have already
•	 Installed	solar	panels	which	have	generated	over		
	 30,000	kwh	of	electricity	and	saved	energy	through		
	 the	heating	of	our	Council	meeting	rooms	by	ground		
	 source	heat	pump	

•	 Reduced	electricity	use	on	our	offices	by	installing		
	 LED	lighting	and	through	voltage	power	optimisation		
	 which	has	reduced	our	electricity	consumption	at		
	 Three	Rivers	House	by	about	10%	

•	 Installed	more	efficient	computer	servers

•	 Introduced	more	fuel	efficient	vehicles

•	 Improved	office	recycling	and	now	recycle	over	70%

•	 Improved	our	water	efficiency

•	 Supported	in	the	installation	of	external	wall	insulation		
	 to	homes	in	the	District

•	 Provided	advice	on	environmental	issues	through		
	 www.greenourherts.gov.uk

•	 Delivered	water	and	energy	awareness	campaigns

•	 Improved	the	energy	efficiency	of	homes	for	people		
	 with	health	concerns	as	part	of	a	Hertfordshire	wide		
	 initiative	(Herts	Healthy	Homes)

•	 Awarded	UK	Woodland	Assurance	Standard	status		
	 for	our	woodland	management	since	2007	and	3	key		
	 parks	now	hold	Green	Flag	awards

•	 Improved	5.5	miles	of	dedicated	cycle	and	walking		
	 routes	since	2011,	improved	signposting	and		 	
	 promoted	cycling	groups

•	 Promoted	use	of	ultra	low	emission	vehicles	by		
	 installing	public	electric	vehicle	charging

•	 Promoted	car	free	travel	through	a	Travelsmart		
	 project	and	local	business	travel	plans

Cross-cutting themes
Cross-cutting	themes	throughout	this	strategy	are	
economic	development,	partnerships,	inclusion,	
education	and	promotion,	and	health.

The	development	of	the	green	economy,	whether	
it	is	jobs	collecting	recycling	or	the	development	of	
renewable	energy	technology,	provides	opportunities	
for	both	environmental	improvement	and	also	economic	
development.		Other	environmental	objectives	such	
as	insulating	homes	do	not	just	create	jobs	but	can	
help	the	local	economy	by	reducing	fuel	bills	which	
helps	to	alleviate	fuel	poverty	and	may	mean	wages	
are	more	likely	to	be	spent	on	goods	or	services	
locally.	Furthermore	economists	have	estimated	that,	
across	Europe,	every	£1	spent	on	increasing	resilience	
to	climate	change	now	could	yield	£4	in	damages	
avoided1.

Effective	partnership	working	with	a	wide	range	
of	stakeholders	and	organisations	including	those	
responsible	for	providing	social	housing,	schools,	
hospitals	and	public	transport,	will	be	key	to	the	
successful	achievement	of	many	of	the	aims	of	this	
strategy.

To	enable	the	aims	of	this	strategy	to	be	fully	realised	it	
is	important	to	consider	the	needs	of	different	people	
and	ensure	that	they	are	not	excluded	through	the	way	
the	service	or	information	is	provided.	Education	and	
promotion	will	also	be	important	as	many	of	the	aims	of	
this	strategy	require	residents	and	businesses	to	change	
the	way	they	do	things.

The	health	of	our	planet	and	human	health	are	closely	
linked.	Energy	use	produces	both	emissions,	which	
are	affecting	the	global	climate	and	also	pollutants	that	
reduce	local	air	quality	and	therefore	impact	on	directly	
health.	Excessive	heat	or	extremely	wet	weather	and	
flooding	as	a	result	of	climate	change	are	also	having	
an	effect	on	health	and	wellbeing	locally.	Many	of	the	
actions	which	people	can	take	to	reduce	their	impact	
on	the	environment	also	improve	their	health,	such	as	
walking	or	cycling	instead	of	taking	the	car,	or	improving	
the	energy	efficiency	of	their	home	to	reduce	their	health	
risks.	
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Aims and Objectives

A Energy and Climate Change Mitigation

Aim: To reduce energy use and emissions which 
contribute to climate change

Carbon	dioxide	is	the	main	greenhouse	gas	and	
reducing	carbon	emissions	from	energy	use	is	crucial	
to	limiting	the	impact	of	climate	change.	As	a	Council	
we	can	do	this	directly	through	our	own	operations	
and	indirectly	through	building	regulation	and	planning	
powers.	Through	the	Home	Energy	Conservation	Act	
requirements	we	also	set	out	our	priorities	to	encourage	
the	improvement	of	energy	efficiency	of	existing	
properties	which	can	also	help	to	alleviate	fuel	poverty.

Objective 1: Reduce greenhouse gas emissions from 
Council operations

Objective 2: Minimise greenhouse gas emissions from 
new developments in the District

Objective 3: Encourage the reduction of greenhouse 
gas emissions from existing properties in the District 

B Biodiversity

Aim: To maintain our natural habitats, green 
spaces and wildlife

As	a	public	body	we	have	a	duty	to	conserve	
biodiversity2.	Three	Rivers	has	a	rich	diversity	of	habitats	
and	species	and	we	are	keen	to	continue	to	manage	
these	sustainably	and	use	our	powers	to	protect	them	
if	they	are	under	threat	so	that	wildlife	can	flourish	and	
everyone	can	enjoy	them	and	gain	health	benefits	from	
doing	so.		Encouraging	people	to	visit	local	nature	
reserves	and	experience	local	habitats	can	help	raise	
awareness	of	biodiversity.		This	in	turn	can	help	people	
make	a	positive	link	to	the	impact	that	can	be	made	by	
managing	homes	and	gardens	in	a	more	environmentally	
friendly	way.

Objective 4: Sustainably manage woodland sites, local 
nature reserves, and parks and open spaces owned by 
the Council for wildlife and people

Objective 5: Continue to use our powers to maintain 
and improve biodiversity in the District

Objective 6: Encourage residents to help enhance 
biodiversity and also to interact more with the natural 
environment.

C Waste

Aim: To reduce the amount of waste produced and 
manage it sustainably

Landfill	sites	are	still	the	source	of	around	a	third	of	
methane	emissions,	which	is	a	very	potent	greenhouse	
gas	and	by	reducing	and	recycling	waste	we	can	save	
dwindling	resources.

Objective 7: Further reduce waste and increase 
recycling from Council buildings

Objective 8: Provide services and work in partnership to 
minimise the amount of household waste sent to landfill 
and maximise the opportunities for recycling.

Objective 9: Encourage householders and businesses 
to reduce their waste and recycle more in partnership 
with Wasteaware

D Reducing Water Use 

Aim: Use water efficiently 

The	availability	of	water	is	a	very	likely	to	be	affected	in	
the	future	by	a	changing	climate.	Most	of	Hertfordshire’s	
water	is	drawn	from	natural	underground	supplies	
replenished	by	rainfall.		These	supplies	also	feed	the	
chalk	streams	and	wetlands	in	the	county.	The	District	
has	above	average	water	consumption	in	an	area	
of	water	stress	so	reducing	this	will	be	important	to	
maintaining	supplies	and	habitats	in	the	future.

Objective 10: Reduce the Council’s water use

Objective 11: Support development where efficient use 
is made of water resources

Objective 12: Promote water efficiency in homes and 
businesses in the district

E Flooding

Aim: Mitigate increasing flood risk

Warmer	wetter	winters	and	more	severe	weather,	as	a	
result	of	climate	change,	are	likely	to	increase	the	risk	of	
flooding	in	the	future.

Objective 13: Use sustainable drainage systems such 
as permeable surfacing and planting to slow water flow, 
and manage our riparian sites to mitigate flood risk

Objective 14: Work in partnership with Hertfordshire 
County Council as the Lead Local Flood Authority. 
Ensure that new development is not subject to 
unacceptable risk of flooding, does not unacceptably 
exacerbate flooding elsewhere and where practicable 
reduce existing flood risk

Objective 15: Raise awareness of the need to prevent 
and reduce the impact of local flooding.  Signpost 
Building Futures and promote sustainable practices

F Sustainable Transport

Aim: To reduce the impact of local transport on air 
quality and carbon emissions

The	transport	sector	produces	about	a	quarter	of	
all	emissions.	Petrol	and	diesel	vehicles	emit	a	wide	
variety	of	pollutants	which	contribute	to	climate	change,	
reduce	local	air	quality	and	have	a	negative	impact	on	
health.	Smarter	travel	options	include	electric	cars	and	
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low-emission	public	transport.		Walking	and	cycling	
have	benefits	for	health	in	terms	of	both	reducing	
contributions	to	local	air	pollution	and	is	also	good	
exercise	which	has	a	positive	effect	on	an	individual’s	
health.		

The	Council	does	not	have	a	statutory	role	in	providing	
local	public	transport.	However,	it	does	have	a	range	of	
powers	and	mechanisms	to	influence	the	decisions	of	
other	bodies	in	making	local	transport	improvements.	
The	Council	is	a	partner	in	local	sustainable	transport	
body	Intalink	and	has	already	improved	5.5	miles	of	
dedicated	walking	and	cycling	routes	since	2011.

Objective 16: The Council will seek to reduce the 
impact on carbon emissions and local air quality of travel 
associated with Council operations

Objective 17: In conjunction with Hertfordshire County 
Council and other local delivery partners, the Council will 
develop and improve local cycling and walking routes 
and actively facilitate sustainable travel through the 
provision and promotion of new infrastructure

Objective 18: The Council will promote local public 
transport and work with the statutory transport providers 
including Hertfordshire County Council, bus and rail 
operators as well as other partners to encourage 
sustainable and healthy forms of travel
	
G Sustainable Procurement and Fair Trade

Aim: To reduce the impact of procurement on the 
Environment

Three	Rivers	District	Council	understands	that	it	is	
in	a	position	to	lead	by	example	with	an	obligation	
to	act	responsibly	and,	by	doing	this,	can	have	a	
positive	influence	to	bring	about	wider	improvements.	
Sustainable	procurement	should	consider	‘whole-of-
life’	costs	and	disposal	costs,	and	suppliers	will	have	to	
provide	this	information	at	tender	stage.		

Three	Rivers	officially	launched	as	a	Fair	Trade	district	in	
May	2008	and	operates	a	Fair	Trade	Group.

Objective 19: To procure goods and services 
sustainably taking into account whole life costs, disposal 
costs and where appropriate Fair Trade

Objective 20: The Council will only buy recycled, 
certified or sustainable and legal timber products.

Objective 21: Promote sustainable procurement and 
Fair Trade to homes and businesses in the District

H Climate Change Adaptation

Aim: Improve resilience to the impacts of, and 
enable adaptation to, a changing climate

In	addition	to	flooding	and	water	scarcity	there	are	likely	
to	be	other	impacts	from	a	changing	climate	such	as	
health,	wellbeing	and	economic	impacts	of	overheating	
and	impacts	from	extreme	weather	on	our	homes	and	
infrastructure.	The	National	Adaptation	Programme	
(July	2013)	is	keen	to	raise	and	maintain	the	profile	of	
adaptation	with	local	authorities	and	promote	action	to	
embed	climate	resilience	across	local	authority	services	
and	responsibilities.

Objective 22: Commit to taking action in a changing 
climate by signing the Local Government Association 
Climate Local Commitment, set out our actions and 
report on progress

Objective 23: Ensure through planning and building 
regulations that buildings meet standards for 
sustainability which will continue to evolve in response to 
emerging risks and issues

Objective 24: Improve the understanding of residents 
and businesses about what a changing climate could 
mean for them and to encourage action to become 
resilient to climate risks

Next Steps:

Three	Rivers	District	Council	would	like	to	hear	your	
views	on	this	strategy.

Please send any comments by 31 January 2015 to:
katherine.frost@threerivers.gov.uk
or	by	post	to:Economic	and	Sustainable	Development,	
Three	Rivers	District	Council
Three	Rivers	House,	Northway,	Rickmansworth,	
Hertfordshire	WD3	1RL.

________________________________________________

1  National Adaptation Programme - Making the country resilient to  

    climate change (July 2013)

2  Section 40, Natural Environment & Rural Communities Act 2006
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CHORLEYWOOD PARISH COUNCIL 
 
POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING      Agenda Item 11. 
 
Date: TUESDAY 27th JANUARY 2015 

                                                                                                             
Subject: NOTICEBOARDS 

 
 
Committee Member:  
 
Officer Contributors:  Clerk 
 
Status (public or exempt): Public 
 
Wards affected:  All 
 
Enclosures:   
           
Contact for further information: Clerk 
 
1. RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
1.1 That the Committee consider the purchase of a new noticeboard in conjunction with the Chorleywood 

Residents Association. 
  

2.   RELEVANT PREVIOUS DECISIONS 
 

2.1 Full Council 14/10/14 
The Council  
RESOLVED 
To look at all the options in conjunction with Chorleywood Residents Association and report back to the 
P&R committee with the costs and implications. 
 
This was proposed by the Chair and unanimously approved. 

 
 

3.    CORPORATE PRIORITIES AND POLICY CONSIDERATIONS 
 

3.1  The Parish Council has a legal obligation to publish its agenda in a conspicuous place within the parish.  
Due to its size three notices boards are used, on in Main Parade, one in the library and one outside the Parish 
Office.   
3.2  The Board in Main Parade has been vandalised again, resulting in their being no doors on the Residents 
Association side and only one on the Parish side. 
3.3  Planning permission will be required for a new noticeboard to be installed. 

 
4.    RISK MANAGEMENT ISSUES 
 

4.1  Whilst the CRA have offered to make a financial contribution and would have their own key for their side 
of the board, the whole board would remain in the ownership of the Parish Council.  
4.2 Therefore any new noticeboard would be added to the Council’s property portfolio. 
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5.    FINANCIAL, STAFFING, ICT AND PROPERTY IMPLICATIONS 
 
5.1 One quotation has so far been obtained for the type of noticeboard required.  The Chorleywood Residents 
Association has agreed in principal to pay for one third of the cost of the board. 
The cost is as follows:- 
 
Cost of the Boards  £3128.00 
Delivery and installation £  550.00 
Total Cost   £3768.00 
 
The cost to the Parish would be £2512.00 with an additional one off fee of £175.00 for the logo making a total 
of £2687.00 plus VAT  
 
It is hoped that additional quotations will be available on the night. 
 

6.    LEGAL ISSUES 
 

6.1  The Parish Council has a legal obligation to make sure that its insurance provision is fit for purpose.  For 
this reason an annual meeting is held between the Parish Council and the insurance providers to ensure that 
our needs are met. 
 

7.   BACKGROUND INFORMATION           
  
7.1  The noticeboard in the village has been the victim of vandalism for some time and a considerable amount of 
money has been spent on remedial repairs. 
7.2  The Parish Council have been approached by both the Chorleywood Residents Association and a group 
representing voluntary organisations. 
7.3  Parish Officers visit the noticeboard every week to update our information and therefore could put in new 
information and take out old information from the Community Notice board side without financial cost to the 
Council.  In this was the Council could ensure that information is current and up to date. 
7.4  The proposed noticeboard  shown here is mounted on a single cast aluminium bollard with 
additional supportive cast aluminium brackets that keep the main panel rigid, with or without decorative 
cast collars. These can be manufactured with any style head board and with a sizing of 1000mm per side. 
Which will hold 12 sheets of A4. 
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