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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1. This statement has been prepared by the Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering 
Committee on behalf of Chorleywood Parish Council. It will accompany the submission to 
Three Rivers District Council of the Chorleywood Neighbourhood Development Plan (‘NDP’) 
under section 15 of the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012. 

1.2. The NDP will be submitted by Chorleywood Parish Council, the appropriate qualifying 
body. It covers the area designated by Three Rivers District Council (‘TRDC’) on 15th July 

2014 (the ‘Plan Area’).  

1.3. The NDP Steering Committee included Councillors and representatives from the Royal 
Institute of Chartered Surveyors & Chorleywood Residents Association, along with 
interested residents.  The Committee were also supported by the Parish Council Officers.  The 
assistance of TRDC is gratefully acknowledged, as is the review work by Stephen Tapper 
of Stephen Tapper (Planning) Ltd. 

1.4. The NDP relates to planning matters in the designated Plan Area and covers the period 
from 2020 - 2035. It should be noted that no other Neighbourhood Development Plan 
covers this area. In accordance with the Regulations, it does not contain policies relating 
to excluded development. 

1.5. The Plan Area is shown at Appendix 1. It includes the whole of Chorleywood Parish. 
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2. PRINCIPLES OF THE CHORLEYWOOD NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN  

 

 
What will the Chorleywood NDP do? 

2.1. The NDP takes a policy-led approach to ensuring that any development within the Parish 
takes into account, enhances and maintains the Special Characteristics of Chorleywood to 
achieve sustainable growth. 

2.2. These Special Characteristics are central to Chorleywood.  The policies set out in this NDP 
seek to enhance and maintain these characteristics and to help manage change so that it: 

• Complements and enhances the Parish’s Special Characteristics, including its mix of 
building styles and uses, their setting alongside verges with mature trees, hedges, 
planting and their relationship with the roads, paths and surrounding countryside. 

• Helps integrate the character in all parts of the Parish by extending these 
characteristics throughout. 

• Ensures that the Parish is safe, accessible and attractive to all, including the young 
and very old. People should be able to walk around and access the central areas, 
village stores and other community facilities including the outdoor areas. 

• Aims to maintain and improve social, economic and environmental sustainability by 
embedding them in all proposals. 

2.3. The NDP does not seek to allocate or identify sites for development. 
 

The Special Characteristics of Chorleywood are: 

2.4.   The ‘rural character’ 

The Parish’s key feature is its ‘rural feel’.  Sitting on the Hertfordshire-Buckinghamshire border, 

nestled between the Chilterns and the surrounding parishes of Chenies, Sarratt, Rickmansworth, 

and Croxley Green; however you enter or leave the Parish you cannot fail to appreciate the ‘rural 

character’ Chorleywood has.  Whether travelling by road, railway or footpath, this ‘rural character’ 

is evident: the Common, the woods (Whitelands and Carpenters), farmland (Bullsland, Stubbs, Hall, 

Catlips and Hill Farm), hedgerows (Homefield Road, Quickley Lane and Shire Lane treelines) and 

fields (Clement Danes School playing fields, the fields between Chess Valley and the A404) all 

contribute to this.  This ‘rural character’ is what makes Chorleywood distinct and provides 

environmental, leisure and aesthetic benefits to the Parish and its community. 

2.5. Assets of local significance  

Chorleywood has a number of assets which are of ‘local significance’.  These assets are included for 

a variety of reasons, be they environmental, historical, architectural, conservation area, cultural or 

listed value. But they all contribute to the make-up of Chorleywood.  These assets of local 

significance are listed under Annex E.   

2.6. Variety  

The variety within the Parish contributes to its character.  This variety comes from the demands of 

the demographic that live in the Parish – from schools and housing, to retail and infrastructure.   

The Chorleywood Neighbourhood Development Plan sets the policies that any development 

activity, large or small, within the Parish of Chorleywood must comply with so as to enhance 

the characteristics of the area in a sustainable way.  This policy-led approach takes into 

account the Special Characteristics of Chorleywood and is underpinned by reasoned evidence. 
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3. CONSULTATION PROCESS 

 
Initiating the Process 

3.1. In October 2013, Chorleywood Parish Council decided to use its powers under the Localism Act 
and, as the first part of this, invited local community interest groups and associations to form a 
Community Planning Steering Group.   

Community Plan Consultation 

3.2. In November 2014 the Group issued a questionnaire to all households in the Chorleywood Parish 
covering matters of interest and concern to the local area (the ‘Questionnaire’); from transport 
and security to education and housing. 

3.3. The results were analysed by the Group and they formed the basis of the Chorleywood 
Community Plan (published May 2016).   

Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Committee 

3.4. Those from the Group that were interested in the Planning aspects of the Community Plan 
formed the Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Committee together with other 
volunteers.  This included representatives from the Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors, 
Councillors, Chorleywood Residents Association, and interested residents.  The Committee were 
also supported by the Parish Council Officers.   

3.5. The Committee took the planning and development results from the Questionnaire to draft a 
Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) that fits with Chorleywood’s residents’ wishes whilst 
meeting the Basic Conditions (as set out above).   

Initial Consultations 

3.6. TRDC reviewed the draft NDP and their feedback was reflected in draft NDP put to the public for 
consultation. 

3.7. Initial public consultation: The consultation period ran for six weeks, from Monday 12 November 
to Sunday 23 December 2018. The consultation was publicized through various channels 
including the Parish website and the local Residents’ Association newsletter. As part of the 
consultation, members of the Committee ran a series of drop-in clinics at the local library to 
answer any questions from local residents and to discuss any concerns. The Committee 
welcomed feedback on the policies as drafted, received through a variety of medium.   

3.8. After the initial public consultation, feedback from the consultation was considered and reflected 
in a further draft which was then put to an expert reviewer, appointed by TRDC. 

3.9. The committee also sought and received TRDC’s confirmation that the NDP policies, as drafted, 
were not “likely to have significant environmental effects”, thus ruling out the need for a 
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and a Habitats Regulation Assessment (confirmation 
received August 2019).  Further review was sought from statutory bodies (the Environment 
Agency, Historic England and Natural England).   

Formal Consultation 

3.10. The plan is to be published in draft form for consultation in accordance with Part 5, 
Regulation 14 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012. It will be open for 
comments for a period of 6 weeks (from 19th January 2020 to 29th February 2020). 
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3.11. The consultation will be publicised through the Chorleywood Parish Council (CPC) and 
Chorleywood Residents’ Association (CRA) websites, through the CRA monthly newsletter, 
through Chorleywood Parish Council notice boards and through advertisements placed on CRA 
notice boards at Chorleywood Station, Chorleywood Library and the Parade.  

3.12. Hard copy of the plan will be available for inspection at the CPC offices and in Chorleywood 
library. 

3.13. Feedback can be submitted through email or letters to CPC. 

3.14. The list of bodies and organisations to be consulted on the draft plan are list in Appendix 2. 
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4. SUBMISSION DOCUMENTS 

 

4.1. In addition to this Statement of Consultation, the following documents have been 
prepared to support the Chorleywood Neighbourhood Development Plan. 

a) The Neighbourhood Development Plan – the neighbourhood development plan 
for the designated area containing policies to guide future development in the 
area. 

b) Basic Conditions Statement – explains how the neighbourhood plan meets the 
basic conditions laid out in paragraph 8 of schedule 4B of the 1990 Town and 
Country Planning Act. 

c) The Strategic Environmental Impact Assessment (SEA) and the Habitats Regulations 
Assessment (HRA) Screening Opinion – setting out the view of the local planning 
authority that SEA and HRA are not required. 

4.2. The plan is now submitted to Three Rivers District Council who will arrange for: 

1. a further 6 weeks for comment on the submitted plan; 

2. the plan's independent examination; and (providing the plan meets the basic 
conditions set out above) 

3. a public referendum on the plan. 
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APPENDIX 1 – CHORLEYWOOD NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN AREA 

 

The plan area shown on the map below is that confirmed on 15th July 2014 by Three Rivers 
District Council. 
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APPENDIX 2 – CHORLEYWOOD NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN – LIST OF CONSULTATION BODIES  

 

REG 14 list of “consultation bodies” SNP consultee list 

(a) where the local planning authority is a London 
borough council, the Mayor of London; 

NA 

(b) a local planning authority, county council or parish 
council any part of whose area is in or adjoins the area 
of the local planning authority; 

Three Rivers District Council  
Hertfordshire County Council 
Batchworth Community Council 
Croxley Green Parish Council 
Sarratt Parish Council 
Chiltern District Council 
Chalfont St Giles Parish Council 
Chalfont St Peter Parish Council 
Chenies Parish Council 
Hertfordshire Association of Parish and 
Town Councils 

(c) the Coal Authority(a); NA 

(d) the Homes and Communities Agency(b); ✓ 

(e) Natural England(c); ✓ 

(f) the Environment Agency(d); ✓ 

(g) the Historic Buildings and Monuments Commission 
for England (known as English Heritage)(e); 

✓ 

(h) Network Rail Infrastructure Limited (company 
number 2904587); 

✓ 

(i) the Highways Agency; ✓ 

(j) the Marine Management Organisation(f); NA 

(k) any person— 
(i) to whom the electronic communications code applies 
by virtue of a direction given under section 106(3)(a) of 
the Communications Act 2003; and 
(ii) who owns or controls electronic communications 
apparatus situated in any part of the area of the local 
planning authority; 

 

Mobile Operators Association 

British Telecom 

(l) where it exercises functions in any part of the 
neighbourhood area— 
(i) a Primary Care Trust established under section 18 of 
the National Health Service Act 2006(a) or continued in 
existence by virtue of that section; 
(ii) a person to whom a licence has been granted under 
section 6(1)(b) and (c) of the Electricity Act 1989(b); 
(iii) a person to whom a licence has been granted under 
section 7(2) of the Gas Act 1986(c); 
(iv) a sewerage undertaker; and 
(v) a water undertaker; 

 

 
West Herts Hospitals NHS Trust 
Herts Valleys CCG 
 
National Grid (Electricity) 
 
National Grid (Gas) 
 
Affinity Water 
Thames Water 
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REG 14 list of “consultation bodies” SNP consultee list 

(m) voluntary bodies some or all of whose 
activities benefit all or any part of the 
neighbourhood area; 

Chorleywood Residents Association 
Friends of Chorleywood Common 
Friends of Chorleywood House Estate 
Community Library Chorleywood 
Community Development Action Hertfordshire 

(n) bodies which represent the interests of 
different religious groups in the 
neighbourhood area; 

St Andrews Church 
The Bridge 
Chorleywood Free Church 
Connect Church Chorleywood 
Christ Church Chorleywood 
Church of St John Fisher 
Berry Lane Methodist Church 
Mill End Baptist Church 
West Herts and borders LGBT Christian 
Fellowship 
North Watford Jamia Mosque 
Watford and District United Synagogue 
Watford Velmarugan Temple 

(o) bodies which represent the interests of 
persons carrying on business in the 
neighbourhood area;  

Local businesses and property owners 

(p) bodies which represent the interests of 
disabled persons in the neighbourhood 
area. 

Chorleywood Care 
Mind Hertfordshire Network 
Home Start Watford and Three Rivers 

(q) Other bodies Age UK Hertfordshire 
Campaign to Protect Rural England 
East of England Ambulance Service 
English Heritage 
Environment Agency 
Hertfordshire Constabulary 
Hertfordshire Ecology 
Hertfordshire Fire and Rescue 
Hertfordshire & Middlesex Wildlife Trust 
Natural England 
The Open Spaces Society 
Sport England  
Thrive Homes 
Transport for London 
Watford and West Herts Chamber of 
Commerce 
Watford and Three Rivers Trust 

 


