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A public call for sites 

for development, 

whether residential, 

employment or 

retail.

There is no legal 

requirement for the 

local authority to 

consult with the 

public at this stage.  

Three Rivers did 

undertake 

consultation on the 

sites put forward.

The local authority 

prepares a new draft 

plan including 

planning / 

development 

policies and sites for 

development.

The local authority

can decide how 

much of this process 

is undertaken in 

public view.

Three Rivers initially 

undertook policy 

consideration in 

public but later in 

the process moved 

to consideration in 

private.

A legally required 

public consultation 

on the plan (both 

policies and sites).

Rules for the 

minimum 

timescales, publicity  

and documentation 

provided for the 

consultation are laid 

down in national 

regulations.

This is probably the 

best chance for the 

public to effect 

change in the plan.

The comments 

received are 

reviewed and 

documented. The 

plan is updated for 

these comments as 

decided by the local 

authority.

The output of this 

process step is the 

“final” draft of the 

plan intended to be 

presented to 

Examination.

The local authority 

can decide how 

much of this process 

is undertaken in 

public view.

A legally required 

public consultation 

on the “final” plan 

(both policies and 

sites).

Rules for the 

minimum 

timescales, publicity  

and documentation 

provided for the 

consultation are laid 

down in national 

regulations.

Normally the plan 

will not be updated 

after this step but 

submitted as-is to 

the Reg 20 

Examination along 

with summaries of 

comments received 

in the consultation.

A Planning Inspector 

led examination of the 

plan to determine 

whether it meets the 

legal / regulatory 

requirements and 

whether it is fit for 

adoption.

The examination 

consists of both review 

of the documents 

presented and public 

hearings on the plan at 

which interested 

parties that expressed 

views in the Reg 19 

Consultation may 

present views.

Examiner can accept 

the plan, require 

amendments to the 

plan or reject the plan 

sending it back to 

earlier in process.

Plan is adopted by 

the Local Authority.

Following adoption, 

the plan can last for 

up to 15 years but 

must be reviewed 

every 5 years.

We are 

here.


