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 PCSO Alan Waller 6108 alan.waller@herts.police.uk  
 PC Daniel Cunningham daniel.cunningham@herts.police.uk  

 
Vehicle Crime 
 
There has been a rise in vehicle crime in recent months. Theft of motor vehicles have been reported 
from Chestnut Avenue, Solesbridge lane, Bridle lane, Whitelands Avenue and The Drive. These have 
been keyless theft. This means that the vehicle has been stolen without the keys. How is this 
possible you may ask? Criminals can clone your car key fob by using wifi if you do not keep the keys 
inside a faraday pouch. This only applies to vehicles with a push button start. 
 
I mentioned keyless theft in the previous newsletter and often mention this in the OWL crime 
reports. If you would like to sign up to OWL messaging then please click on this link to hear about 
crime in your area. https://www.owl.co.uk/herts/    
 
Sadly, these messages are not being received by everyone in the locality. A faraday pouch will block 
anyone trying to clone your key fob signal. These are relatively cheap to purchase from retailers, 
please ensure you buy two pouches if you have spare car keys at home. Also consider using a 
steering lock and having a tracker fitted. Some of the vehicles targeted are BMW 520, Mercedes 
c220 and Range Rover Sports models. 
 
The vehicle stolen from Whitelands Avenue was taken when offenders broke into the rear of the 
house and drilled the back door lock enabling them to steal car keys from inside the property. 
Consider fitting door bolts to the front and back doors of your property which can be bolted at night. 
 
Catalytic converter theft 
There have been reports of catalytic converter theft from Chorleywood train station car park and 
Christ Church car park. Hybrid cars have been targeted due to higher value of metals in the catalytic 
converter. 

Here are some steps you can take to reduce the opportunity for a criminal to steal your 
catalytic converter:  

 Don’t park your car/van half on the pavement as it makes it easier for the thieves to 
get underneath it. 

 If you have a diesel van or other high clearance vehicles having your catalytic 
converter marked, or secured can deter thieves who steal them for the precious metal 
components. 

 Park in a garage or other secure area if possible.   
 Consider property marking your catalytic converter. It is cheap and may reduce your 

insurance. 
 A sign in your window saying your catalytic converter has been marked may well 

deter thieves.  



You can also buy clamps to secure your catalytic converter to your vehicle and get marking 
kits which are an effective deterrent against catalytic converter theft. Get in touch with your 
dealer to see if they supply a catalytic converter clamp specific to your car. Alternatively 
contact CATLOC using this link https://catloc.co.uk              

Models including pre 2008 Honda Jazz models, Toyota Prius (2004 to 2016 inclusive) and 
Toyota Arius (2012 to 2018 inclusive), are more likely to be targeted. 

Tool theft 

Tools and a generator were stolen from two vans that were unlocked in Valley road on 
September 29th. Please do warn builders and traders who are carrying out renovations at 
your property and advise them to lock their van.  

Two vans were targeted for tools while building work was carried out in Grovewood Close 
last month. One van had been jemmied open and a second van stolen and then located close 
by afterwards. 

What is echo? 

'echo' is our community voice and feedback platform which allows members of the public to voice 
their opinions and concerns regarding policing in their local community in their own words and in 
their own time. 

echo provides people with the opportunity to tell us what they think their local police should be 
focusing on, what they think we do well and where they think we could improve. 

For our SNT officers, echo gives them the opportunity to capture feedback while out on patrols in 
real-time, and because the system is so much quicker and more efficient than the traditional pen 
and paper approach, it allows more time to interact with their communities. It also gives them the 
opportunity to receive feedback and recognition for all their hard work. Click on the link below to 
have your say. 

https://www.bit.ly/police-threerivers                               

 
Specials information evening – spread the word to aspiring recruits! 

 The constabulary is hosting an information evening for aspiring Special Constables. 
The virtual event will take place on Tuesday 23 November between 7pm and 8.30pm, 
and is open to anyone who is interested in becoming a Special Constable. It will be 
fully interactive with lots of opportunity to ask questions. 

 “If you know anyone who is keen to join our Special Constabulary or anyone looking 
for meaningful voluntary work, please do let them know about this event. It’s the 
perfect opportunity to speak to our friendly recruitment team and hear from some of 
our serving volunteer officers who can bust any myths and explain about their 
experiences. If you would like to attend this event please get in touch by emailing 
specialsrecruitment@herts.pnn.police.uk 



Community Events 

The Halloween trails on Chorleywood Common organised by Chorleywood Rangers 
were a big success. Over 700 tickets were sold for the three-day event which ran 
during October half term. The Rangers did a great job of decorating the area of the 
Glade with pumpkins, ghosts and ghouls. See attached photo. 

 

Firework Display at The Russell School 

Myself and PCSO Dean Redhead were invited to attend the firework display at The 
Russell School on Brushwood Drive on November 5th. This was a ticket event which 
was sold out. Afterwards there was an opportunity for children to look inside or sit in 
our Police car. See attached photo. 

 



Parking at St Clement Danes School 

There have been reports of parents driving the wrong way when collecting pupils 
from the one way access road on Chenies road near to North Hill opposite 
St.Clement Danes School. Anyone caught doing this could incur points and a fine for 
contravening a one way system. Parents parking here also caused a rolling road block 
on one occasion preventing access to two ambulances trying to get through to North 
Hill. I would encourage parents to collect pupils from the nearby car parks to ease 
congestion on this road. The Parish council have given permission for parents to park 
at the cemetery car park which is less than a four minute walk from school. 
Sandycroft Nursery have also given permission for parents to park on their land. 

Keep lights on during winter months 

As the evenings get darker we normally see an increase in burglaries at this time of 
year. A house in complete darkness in the early evening is a key indication that 
nobody is home. Remember to fit a couple of timer switches, (connected to a table 
lamp), in different rooms having these coming on at different times. This gives the 
illusion that someone may be home. An intruder will prefer to target an empty house 
rather than risk getting caught. Remember if you are going away ask a neighbour to 
collect your bin from the main road. Ask a friend or neighbour to park their car on 
your driveway. An empty driveway is also an obvious sign that someone may not be 
home. 

Kind regards 

 
PCSO6108 Alan Waller  
Rickmansworth Police Station 
Northway 
Rickmansworth 
Herts 
WD31RL 
 01923 472260 
alan.waller@herts.pnn.police.uk 

 

 

 


